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Fresh fruits and vegetables

In the last 2 decades:

A Fresh fruits per capita
consumption increased
19%

A Fresh vegetables
(including potatoes) 29 ¢
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Demand of local food

Local and regional food sales in the U.S.
totaled US $6.1 billion in 2012

7.8% of U.S farms sold food thought local fooc
marketchannels
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Increasing consumption of local fooc

Increase in local & regional marketing channels

Since 2007, growth in--

Farmers’ markets
(2014)

Regional
food
hubs

(2014)

School Districts
with farm to school
programs (2011-12 y t t ; t i ' i

school year)
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Sources: USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service, Food Nutrition Service; National Farm to School Network.
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Farmers' markets, 2009




Farmers' markets, 2013




Challenges for scaling up

\\ ’;/;:

A product volume
A quality
A consistency

A variety, or extended
availability

A lackof distribution

A storage

A processing

A marketinginfrastructure
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Solution?
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Production systems
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A High tunnels:
I Extend the harvest season

I Increasemarketabllity (fewer cracks, splotches
and other aesthetic defects)

I Prevent losses?
I Nutritional quality?
I Shelf life ?
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2014¢ 2016 Yield and Marketable Yield

Fruit Yield (# per plant) Fruit Yield (Ibs per plant) % Marketability
Marketable | Total Marketable ’ Total Number | Weight
Main Effects
High Tunnel 35.1 A 49.8 A 23.0 A 20.4 A | 645% A 65.3% A
Open Field 13.2 B 20.6 B 20.3 B 10.9 B | 52.8% B 57.0% B
Simple Effects
High Tunnel
28.3 C 42.7 C 12.3 C 18.3 B | 61.5% B 61.8% B
Cherokee Purple
Open Field
9.1 A 16.7 A 5.4 A 10.1 A | 46.0% A 51.0% A
Cherokee Purple
High Tunnel 419 D| 568 D 18.0 D 226 | C | 675% | B | 689% | B
BHN589
Open Field . .
3HN539 17.2 B 246 B 8.4 B 11.8 A | 596% | AB 63.0% B

A\ 4
USDA #aaNIFA

United States Department of Agriculture
Naticnal Institute of Food and Agriculture

UNIVERSITY Of KANSAS STATE
UF [FLORIDA -ANSAS STATE




20152016 Total % Marketable Spinach Yield
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