
Overview of Farming Operation and  

Certified Organic Winter and Summer Squash Production  



Owned and operated by Andrew & Melissa Dunham  

 Andrew  became interested in pursuing a 
career in local agriculture as an agricultural 
extension officer serving in the Peace Corps 
in Tanzania, East Africa. Andy studied 
Animal Ecology at ISU.  He handles most of 
the planning, planting, transplanting, and 
manages the work crew while weeding, 
harvesting, and washing. 

 

 

 Melissa  studied accounting at St. Catherine 
University in Minnesota.  She handles 
the accounting, website, marketing, 
customer service, human resources, logistics, 
and many of our farmers markets.    

 

  

  

ABOUT GRINNELL HERITAGE FARM  



Itôs a Family Affairé 

 Collin  lends a hand where needed all 
summer.  One of his favorite tasks is packing 
CSA boxes while dancing.  He is also in charge 
of mowing the lawn and tending to his little 
sisters when needed.  

 
 Emma, now six, and an experienced farmer, 

Emma enjoys cleaning irrigation parts, 
planting head lettuce and packing CSA 
Shares.     
 

 Little Leonora,  loves to eat as many veggies 
as possible! 
 
Aunt Janet, born and raised in Grinnell, has 
been an avid gardener her whole life.  Janet is 
our primary hand weeder which enables us to 
harvest greens in a timely fashion.  She also 
helps keeps tabs on Emma and Leonora.    
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With Proper 
Managementé. 

Flooding 2008  

1. Improves marketing options  

2. Record keeping for better 
business decisions 

3. Less exposure to harmful 
chemicals 

4. Increase chance of having 
beneficial organisms & wildlife  

5. Mitigate severe weather event 
effects 

 

Why Transition to Organic?  



How our Farm Transitioned to Organic  

Conventional row crop        
transitional hay, pasture, vegetables   

certified organic hay, pasture, vegetables, 
fruit & chestnut trees  



Our Farm ï A Birds Eye View 

Our Mission: 

To farm our land in a way that will leave it better for the next generation. 

Giving our children, grandchildren, and beyond the opportunity to harvest 

the bounty we see on the farm today. 



Aerial shot from the east 



Where We Sell Our Products:  

1) CSA Shares 

2) Farmerôs Markets 
Iowa City ï Saturday 

Cedar Rapids ï Select Saturdays 

Des Moines -- Saturday 
 

3) Wholesale 
New Pioneer Food Co-op 

Gateway Market 

Whole Foods Market 

4) Meat 
Chicken 

Beef 

ABOUT GRINNELL HERITAGE FARM  



FARMERS MARKET & WHOLESALE 

·Des Moines, Cedar Rapids & Iowa City Markets 

·New Pioneer Food Coop, Whole Foods Market 

¹ Carrots, Beets, Kale, Chard, Parsnips, Rutabaga, Peppers, 
Cucumbers, Zucchini, Parsley, Cilantro & More 

 



WHAT IS CSA? 

·Direct partnership between the farm and 
consumer. 

·Consumer takes risks with the farmer. 

·Receive a box of fresh produce weekly during 
growing season. 

 



OUR CSA 
PROVIDES A 

WEEKLY 
NEWSLETER  

 
 



OUR CSA  
 HELPS BY 

PROVIDING 
RECIPES  

 
 













Grinnell Heritage Farm Squash/Cucurbit Management  

·Goals 

¹ To provide for a 300 member CSA 

ė4-6 distributions of summer squash  

ė4-6 distributions of cucumbers  

ė3-4 watermelons 

ė2-4 cantaloupe 

ė8-10 delicata winter squash 

ė5-8 butternut squash 

¹ Any additional yield available for wholesale and markets 

¹ Grow quality produce with minimal harm to pollinators and 
beneficial organisms 

 

 

 



Grinnell Heritage Farm Squash/Cucurbit Management  

·Current Method  

¹ Plan in winter  

¹ Seed in greenhouse, in succession 

¹ Prepare field 

ėTill  

ėBed shape: plastic mulch and drip tape on raised beds 

ėMulch with straw or hay in between beds 

¹ Harden off  transplants  

¹ Transplant with water wheel transplanter  

¹ Cover with row cover 

¹ Uncover 

 

 

 

 



Grinnell Heritage Farm Squash/Cucurbit Management  

·Current Method (continued)  

¹ Cultivate, if no mulch  

¹ Monitor for pests and disease 

ėWe use Surround WP, to help deter pests and prevent sunscald 

¹ Harvest 

¹ Proper post-harvest handling 

ėSummer squash go into ñwarmò cooler immediately 

ėWinter squash get cured in greenhouse or packing shed, then 
stored in ñwarmò cooler when space allows and temps drop 

¹ Wash, if necessary, with brush washer 

¹ Pack  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grinnell Heritage Farm Squash/Cucurbit Management  

· Challenges with Current Method 

¹ Pests 

ėCucumber beetles (early), squash bugs (late, not much of a 
problem), vine borer (not much of a problem for us)  

¹ Incorporating cover crop prior to plastic mulch when wet  

¹ Costs of laying plastic and plastic disposal 

¹ Timing, if weather conditions delay field work  

 

· Likely Changes to Current Method 

¹ Roller crimping rye and/or vetch and minimum -till transplanting 
(not sure what pest pressure would be like) 

¹ Planting a trap crop 

¹ More pollinator habitat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cover crop of winter rye and hairy vetch 



Seeding Schedule 





Season Timeline  






