


·Incorporated in 1988

·Not -for-profit organization 

·Member-run organization

·Annual Meetings

·World Headquarters ɬLincoln, NE

·Regional Offices ɬCanada, Mexico, Japan

OCIA International



·Chapter Members

·Chapters are made up of at least 5 members

·'ÖÓËɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚȮɯÍÈÙÔɯÛÖÜÙÚȮɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ÚȮɯÌÛÊȱ

·19 in US / 1 in Canada / 1 in Guatemala

·Direct Associates

·Farmers, processors, handlers not wanting to 

join a chapter

·Community Grower Groups (CGG)

·Organic sales less than $5,000 annually

OCIA Membership



·Whole-system farming approach that promotes an ecological balance

and conserves biodiversity

·Healthy soil is the foundation of organic farms

·Pests and weeds are controlled by

·Crop rotations

·Soil improvements

·Birds and predator insects

·Row covers

·Labor

Organic Agriculture



·No prohibited materials applied to land for 36 months

·Provides verification that the operation is following organic standards

·Allows the use of organic labeling (more on this later)

·Involves annual paperwork, record keeping, and inspection

·Exemption ɬproducers whose sales of organic

products is less than $5,000 a year and are in

compliance with all organic standards, may 

use the term organic, but not the logo

Organic Certification



·Always check with your certifier first.  We also recommend checking 
the OMRI website www.omri.org

·Products List: A list of brand name products that are acceptable for use 
(with or without restrictions)  

·Generic Materials List: A list of generic ingredients that are acceptable 
or unacceptable in inputs used for organic production.

·6ÏÌÕɯËÖÐÕÎɯÈɯɁ*ÌàÞÖÙËɯ2ÌÈÙÊÏɂɯÖÕÓÐÕÌȮɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÜÚÌɯ

Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÉÙÈÕËɯÕÈÔÌÚɯÖÙɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÛÌÙÔÚȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯȿÞÌÌËɯ

ÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɀɯÖÙɯȿ×ÌÚÛɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓȭɀɯɯ

Whatõs Prohibited?

http://www.omri.org/


·42# ɀÚɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ.ÙÎÈÕÐÊɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯȹ-./Ⱥ

·Oversees the National Organic Standards (aka NOP Final Rule/Regulation)

·Manages the National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances

·National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)

·Makes recommendations about materials and 

practices used in organic production

·Organic Certification Agencies

·USDA accredits to act on its behalf

·Organic Inspectors

Monitoring Organic Standards


