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Iowa State University Horticulture 

Station 

Å230 acres  

Å90 projects/year 

ïHorticulture Research 

ÅOrnamentals 

ÅFruit and vegetable research 

ïEnvironmental Research 

ÅTurtles and fish 

ÅBirds and bees  
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Food Safety at a Research Facility? 

ÅWhy do we need to food safety? 

ïThree distinct groups selling produce grown at the 

Station 

ÅStudent Organic Farm 

ÅHort. 465 Class 

ÅProduce from research projects 

ïProduce Sales help keep research fees low 

Å~$50,000 in produce sales in 2014 

ïCustomer health 
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Reputation 

ñLocal Peppersò 

on display at Hy-Vee 
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Our Markets 

ÅWholesale 

ïISU Campus Dining  

ïLocal Farmers 

ïStudent Club Fund Raisers 

ÅRetail 

ïWeb site sales  
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Our Markets 
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Where are we at with our current 

practices ? 

ÅWhat we do now 

ïEducation  

ïField and Harvest 

ïStorage facility 

ïWash equipment 

ïWash and/or Sanitize Produce 

ïDeliveries  
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Education starts on day one 
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In the Field 

ÅIrrigation 

ÅCompost 

ïISU compost facility 
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In the Field 

ÅRules for harvesting 

ïNo cell phones  

ïNo Sick students 

ïSeparate harvest and 

delivery lugs 
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Punishment for using your cell 

phone while harvesting 
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Scout before harvesting 

ÅLook for animal scat 

Wikipedia 
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Harvest when it is cool 
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Storage Considerations 

ÅRemove Field Heat 

(ASAP)  

ÅNever wash warm 

produce 

ÅStore washed and 

unwashed produce 

separately 

 

Bacteria 
Cold water  
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Keep Equipment Clean 
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Washing produce 

ÅThree methods to wash 

produce 

ïDunk tank 

ïApple washer/sorter 

ïDrum root washer  
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Dunk Tank 
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Dunk Tank 
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Apple Washer/Sorter 
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Apple Washer/Sorter 
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The Drum Washer 

Mostly made from repurposed parts 

donated or scrounged. 
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Donated Parts 
Composting machine 

Donated by Dr. Thomas Glanville  
Professor in Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering 
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Donated Parts  

24ò Corrugated pipe 
Donated by ISU Research and Demonstration 

Farms 

http://www.agweek.com 
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Scrounged Parts  

ÅWood  

ÅPVC  

ÅCaster 

ÅSheet metal 

ÅV-belt 
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Purchased Parts 

ÅMetal (~$75) 

ÅSpray parts (optional) 

ÅDrive Pulleys (~ $100) 

ÅMud flap ($15) 
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Our Build 

and ideas to make your own drum 

washer 
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